Total poly(A+)-messenger RNA from bovine lens cofractionates with sucrose purified fiber cell plasma membrane.
Poly(A+)-messenger RNA was isolated from bovine lens as well as poly(A+)-mRNA from crude and sucrose-purified plasma membrane. Bovine lens MP26 antisera was also propagated in rabbits, from which anti-MP26 IgG was partially purified and used to assay for the specific synthesis of MP26 during in vitro translation of the isolated poly(A+)-mRNAs. We found that membrane-associated poly(A+)-mRNA supported the synthesis of proteins which were identical to those translated from total lens fiber cell poly(A+)-mRNA. These proteins included MP26, as assayed by immunoprecipitation of [35S]-labeled MP26.